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QualityTime-ESL” presents… 
 

        
QT-ESL Podcast No. 51 

Who, Whom and Whose 
 

Hi! I am Marianne Raynaud, and I am here to help you improve your level of spoken English. 

Today’s podcast concerns the interrogative words who, whom and whose. I hope it will make 

you feel more comfortable when speaking English. 

 
“Who” is an interrogative word used as a subject. Listen and repeat these sentences with 
“who”. 
 
Who is calling? 
Who are you?  
Who is he? 

Who can help us? 
Who is coming tomorrow? 
Who knows the answer? 

 
Let’s do an exercise. I will give you the words of the sentences without “who”, and you will say 
the complete sentence with “who”. Listen to the examples. 
 
I say: …is calling? 
You say: Who is calling? 

I say: … are you?  
You say: Who are you? 

 
Now you go on in the same way. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
 
…is calling? 
Who is calling? 
…are you?  
Who are you?  
…is he? 
Who is he? 

…can help us? 
Who can help us? 
…is coming tomorrow? 
Who is coming tomorrow? 
… knows the answer? 
Who knows the answer? 

  
“Whom” is an interrogative word used as a direct or indirect object. “Whom” is used 
generally in formal English. In every day, colloquial and informal English people generally just 
say “who”. 
 
First listen and repeat questions with the more formal word “whom”. 
 
Whom are you calling? 
Whom can you see? 
Whom do you know in this crowd?  
Whom did you talk to? 

Whom are you going to invite? 
Whom will you choose for the play? 
Whom have you discussed this with? 
Whom might you invite to the conference?
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QT-ESL Podcast No. 51 “Who, who, whose” (Cont.)           
 
Very often when people speak, they say “who” for a direct or indirect object and not “whom”. 
Now listen and repeat these sentences that you will hear but not see written in formal English. 
 
Now listen and repeat lore colloquial English with “who”. 
 
Who are you calling? 
Who can you see? 
Who do you know in this crowd?  
Who did you talk to? 

Who are you going to invite? 
Who will you choose for the play? 
Who have you discussed this with? 
Who might you invite to the conference? 

 
Now let’s imagine you are hard of hearing and want people to repeat. You use the informal 
“who” for direct or indirect objects. Listen to the examples. 
 
I say: I called my daughter. 
You say: Who did you call? 

I say: I talked with my teacher. 
You say: Who did you talk with? 

 
Now you go on in the same way. 
 
I called my daughter. 
Who did you call? 
I talked with my teacher. 
Who did you talk with? 
I can see our neighbor. 
Who can you see? 
I am going to invite my sister. 

Who are you going to invite? 
I will choose three people for the play. 
Who will you choose for the play? 
I discussed this with the committee. 
Who have you discussed this with? 
I have invited a physicist to the conference. 
Who have you invited to the conference? 

 
Remember when writing an important letter, a report or a formal e-mail, you should use 
“whom” and not “who” as the direct or indirect object. 
 
Finally a few sentences with “whose”. “Whose” is the possessive case. Listen and repeat. 
 
Whose book is this? 
Whose clothes are these? 

Whose side will you take? 
Whose position do you agree with? 

 
Let’s do a final exercise. I will give you the words of the sentences without “whose”, and you 
will say the complete sentence with “whose”. Listen to the examples. 
 
I say: …book is this? 
You say: Whose book is this? 
 

I say: …clothes are these? 
You say: Whose clothes are these?

Now you go on in the same way. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
 
…book is this? 
Whose book is this? 
…clothes are these? 
Whose clothes are these? 

…side will you take  
Whose side will you take? 
…position do you agree with? 
Whose position do you agree with? 

 
That’s the end of our lesson. I hope it has helped you, and that you’ll join us soon again. Do 
check out our other series “Your English”. Bye for now and don't forget to keep smiling! 


