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The End of the World is Near (Part 1) – For the Teacher 

 

Here are a few debate questions for paragraphs 1 and 2 of “The End of the World is Near”. 

They are to be found at the end of podcast No. 34. If the students are working in a lab or with 

their MP3 players in class or at home, they can first take down these questions as dictation 

before discussing them. Then they can check them against a key that you project. You can also 

write the questions on the board, and you can of course add other questions of your own.  

 

It is best for the students to change partners at this stage or get into groups of three with new 

partners. 

1. Do you think the reaction of the American people was normal in 1938? 
2. What in the announcements must have scared them the most? 

3. What do you know about H.G. Wells and the novel “The War of the Worlds”?  
4. How would you have reacted if you had heard this announcement back in 1938?* 
5. How would you react today if you heard something similar on the radio, on television  

 or on the Internet?* 
      * For questions 4 &5 you don’t have to be serious. A little polite humor is often welcome. 

Advice to the teacher:  

• It is best to do parts 1 and 2 of “The End of the World is Near” (Podcasts 34 & 35) on 

separate days.  

• At the end of this first session you can (if you wish) open up the debate to the whole class 

and ask the students what they heard from their classmates without mentioning any names. 

In this way the debate is not about what they think “personally”, but more about what 

“people in general” think as regards this topic, i.e. making people believe something 

which is not true. 

• For homework: 

o Students should definitely learn the text by heart—one part each time. There is 

much useful vocabulary and/or grammar that often appears in international 

exams. Have them recite to a partner the following time (the due date) but never 

have them recite in front of the whole class. 

o Students can write an essay (150-200 words) on the debate topics given above. 


