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“QualityTime-ESL” presents… 

 
Your English No. 59 

 The Passive Voice in Scientific English (1) 
First	  you	  will	  hear	  phrases	  in	  the	  active	  voice	  followed	  by	  the	  passive	  voice.	  Notice	  that	  with	  the	  
passive	  voice	  we	  do	  not	  always	  indicate	  who	  has	  completed	  the	  action.	  In	  this	  first	  section	  we	  
will	  be	  using	  the	  present	  prefect	  tense.	  Repeat	  while completing this chart. 

 
They have carried out ___________________ 

They have used ________________________ 

They have reviewed _____________________ 

They have made ________________________ 

They have put forward __________________ 

They have designed _____________________ 

They have found _______________________ 

_____________________________________ 
 

 
Research ___________________________ 

Different techniques __________________ 

Previous work _______________________ 

Various measurements ________________ 

A theory ___________________________ 

A device ___________________________ 

A means to save energy _______________ 

___________________________________ 

	  

Do the next oral exercise without consulting this worksheet.  

Next I will say the sentences in the active voice starting with “they”, and you will give the 
equivalent phrase in the passive voice. Listen to the examples. The first is in the singular and the 
second in the plural. 

************ 
Now we will work on a second group of sentences. Again I will give the phrase in the active voice 
and then in the passive voice. In	  this	  second	  section	  we	  will	  be	  using	  the	  present	  tense.	  Repeat 
while completing this chart. 

 
They describe _________________________ 

They publish _________________________ 

They show ___________________________ 

They give a __________________________ 

They explain _________________________ 

They demonstrated _____________________ 
 

 
Their method _______________ in this article. 

The results _______________in this paper. 

The power of these algorithms ____________. 

A description of a new device ____________. 

The specifications of the device ___________. 

Its use _______________________________. 
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Do the next oral exercise without consulting this worksheet.  

In the following exercise I will say the phrases in the active voice starting with “they”, and you 
will give the equivalent passive voice. Listen to the examples. The first is in the singular and the 
second in the plural. 

************ 
 
Finally just listen and repeat. You will recognize all the uses of the passive voice in this section. 

  Important research __________________________________ at the National Center for 

____________________. After many years an __________________________ and very 

____________________mobile device ________________________________________ to 

convert the ____________________ into electricity. Different techniques and algorithms _______ 

____________________ to make this device as effective as possible. Previous work __________ 

___________________ and ________________________ in this article. ________________ to 

______________ energy with our _______________________________ and electronic machines 

______________________________. A description of the new device ____________________, 

and its specifications _________________________________________. Various measurements 

__________________________ to test ____________________. All the results ________  

____________________ in this paper. 

 

.	   


